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1950 Henderson Cleaves
in canoe on round pond
Phote Howard Cleaves

February 15 The city
council proposes legislation
to close Fresh Kills by the
end of 2002,

1854 Site of Round Pond,
Claypit Ponds, Greanridge,
Staten Island, New_York;
after garbage fill'by
Sanitation'Department of
the City'of New York.
Photo ‘Howard Cleaves

1988 Fresh Kills Landfill
Photo Staten Island Advance

March 25 Staten Island 4000
officials announce their
intention to sue the city,
claiming that the landfill
violates the federal Clean Air
Act and the city charter's

“fair share” provision.
. R
March 26 Bills are intro-
duced in the state legislature |
that mandate Fresh Kills’
closure by 2002.
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The Brooklyn landfill is X Y ) !
closed. Investigations of
Sanitation operations reveal
bribery and toxic waste

| dumping at the Brooklyn site.

2000

May 29 Governor Pataki,
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani and
Borough President

Guy Molinari announce from
the steps of Borough Hall
that the dump will close by
the end of 2001.

the landfill. City officials again
agree to apply for permits but
still make no progress.

The state Department of
The city builds a plant at
Fresh Kills that converts
trash to fertilizer, glycerin
and grease. The odors

cause a public outcry.

The Fresh Kills plant is
closed. The city dumps its
garbage at sea, in violation
of federal law.

% The first garbage scow
Robert Moses secretly arrives at Fresh Kills.
proposes a new landfill Robert Moses promises
at Fresh Kills, 8

The U.S, Supreme Court

rules that the city

must stop ocean dumping.
. .

Staten Islanders from every
part of the borough complain
about odors from the dump.

Environmental Conservation PP
(DEC) charges that Fresh Kill
violates state environmental ; The Fountain Avenue and
Pennsylvania Avenue landfills
é in Brooklyn are closed.
i & Only Edgemere landfill in
permits, but no progress is Queens and Fresh Kills weql of garbage produced each
N v s ., made on the applications. Landfill rerr = day in New York City.
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s that
s will
continue another eight years,

The city announces plans
for a waste-to-energy
incinerator for the

% Brooklyn Navy Yard.

The city announces that
dumping at Fresh Kills will
continue 15 more years.

laws. Dumping is allowed to
continue while the city
applies for environmental

March 13 Mayor Giuliani
announces that the dump will
Bkt Aallefouty.

close "in a couple of weeks."

A study of landfill emissions
conducted for the federal
Environmental Protection
Agency finds that Fresh Kills
emits nearly two percent of
the world’s methane.

The DEC once more cites
the city for violations at
Fresh Kills, but adds a rigid
timetable for bringing the
landfill into compliance.

The city doubles fees to
private carters to discourage
them from bringing garbage
to the dump

e

City officials refuse to set a
closing date for the landfill.

Fresh Kills grows
to 1284 acres.

The city again proposes a
waste-lo-energy incinerator
at the Brooklyn Navy Yard.

Fresh Kills covers
1684 acres.

The City Council passes
Local Law 19, mandating that
the city recycle 25 percent
of its waste by 1995.

¢ The city closes Edgemere
landfill, leaving Fresh Kills
the only active landfill in

. New York City.

arly all of the 22,000 tons

e

lune 8 Governor Pataki
signs the law ordering
closure of Fresh Kills by
January 1, 2002.
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Rudolph Giuliani
defeats David Dinkins in
the mayoral race.

City officials agree to
build a gas retrieval system
at Fresh Kills.

March 22 The final
scowload of garbage arrives
at Fresh Kills.
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1853 Frank Hauber takes a last look atithe dying
Long Pond, largest of the five Claypit Ponds, o
Greenridge; Staten Island, New . York, all being . AWLFre &R R T,
filled with garbage and rubbish; t 7 : = il Z o] Phato tenssland Ad\;.a'nce
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1850 Garbage is. -
. dumped on/Burial ground
“Rhoto Howard Cleaves

+2001 Last day of garbage
dumping at Fresh Kills
Photo Michael Falco

Diane Yates, Reporter, Staten fsland Advance
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